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: SEC S '

NSC BRIEFING ~ _ 13 May 1954

- THE STRIKE SITUATION IN HONDURAS

I. Strong circumstantial evidence links
- Guatemalan Communists to strike:
A. Guatemalan Communist agitators
long reported in area.
B. Effectiveness of strike shqws Jon:
efficient planning.
C. Striker ultimatum suggests other

than bona fide labor objectives,

D. Strike leaders have adequate
funds.
E. Unauthorized Guatemalan plane

landed in area on 1 May.

F. Honduras c¢losed two Gﬁ;femalan<
consulates in area on 5 Mayﬂb

G. Guatemalan ambassador recalled -
“for consultation.

H. Communist literature found in

area.
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I. Guatemalan: rzportedly p"eparlng
to cross Prﬂder 7

T Guatemalar labor confederationi ,f”
offered "mo.al and economic

support : - o SRR S

II. Strlke well tlmed

A. Three-way p011t10a1 split re

Honduran Uctober pr951dentla1

| electlonc_ " " |
?1; Naticnalist Party - Can—";g;
didat:s: 80- _year Dld un—‘ U

popular ex—dictator Ca;ias.

25X1

2. Reformist'Party m:CéndiﬁAte:
'rGeneral Wi!liﬁmf,rpré ﬁSv
backed by Preslient Ga1ve?
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3. Liberal Party - Candidate:
Dy, VILLEDA;_traditionaiii'
oppoSitiﬁnuparty, nbﬁbhéu
lieved Commudi5§uinfiltféted‘
B.__ Cgfias Couldfﬁse 1ack'0f‘&e4
‘cisife goveroment action as pre-
téXt for‘coup{ | ” |

t11. Government can probably maintain order

A.  strikers are =111} ovderly .
5. Goveramert prompt iy reint

truons in strike area
IV, Zince workers have some real grievances,

strike snsceptibleito.Communiét,éx-'

ploitation.
A Communi i« mignzlgain entering

wedpgpe in politicos v return o
strike =eftliement.

3. Non-Cowmmunist Jeftists sym-

pathetic to strikers' cause.
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C. United Fruit Company is strong |
emotional issue thoughout.

Central America,
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